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8:30 - 9:00 AM Registration

9:00 - 10:30 AM Part I
· Introduction - Seeing the world

from the child's point of view
· Aspects of Typical Child

Development

10:30 - 11:00 AM - Break
(light refreshments will be served)

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM - Part II
· Continuation of Part I
· Functional Analysis/Assessment
· Things to Keep in Mind
· Discussion
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Sue Grossman, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of
Teacher Education at Eastern Michigan University.
She has Ph.D. from Michigan State University in
Family and Child Ecology, an M.A. from Western
Michigan University in Counseling & Personnel,
and a B.S. from Michigan State University in Child-
Development & Teaching.

She has been a member of the Association for
Childhood Education International, National Asso-

ciation for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), Michi-
gan AEYC, Southwest AEYC
(President, 1998 - 2001), Na-
tional Association of Early Child-
hood Teacher Educators
(NAECTE) and Michigan MAECTE
(Board Member at Large, and
OMEP – Organization Mondiale

pour l’Education Prescolaire (World Organization
for Early Childhood Education).

Some of her publications include “Center-Based
Teaching and Children’s Learning: The Effects of
Learning Centers on Young Children‘s Growth and
Development,” Childhood Education, 81(5), 274-277
and “Making Lemonade from Lemons: Reflecting on
Difficult Experiences,” Childhood Education, 80(5),
251-253.

She has recently presented on “Listening to What
Children Do: Using Behavior as Information about
Young Children” and “Training Our Daughters for
Motherhood: Lessons from Popular Magazines of
the Early 1900s.”

In addition to being a college professor, Dr. Gross-
man has taught as a Kindergarten and Head Start
Head Teacher.

YpsilantiAnn Arbor

Washtenaw Area Council for Children (WACC) is a nonprofit
organization created in 1975, and the designated Michigan
Children’s Trust Fund agency for Washtenaw County.  WACC is
committed to preventing child abuse through educational
services to children, parents,  community members and youth-
serving professionals.

For more information, please contact us at
(734) 434-4215 or info@washtenawchildren.org or

visit our website:
www.washtenawchildren.org
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We adults often wonder, “Why DO children do
what they do?!”  Sometimes it seems they are just
trying to make our lives difficult.  Figuring out what
makes them behave certain ways can be very
frustrating. Kids' behavior, though, is not really as
mysterious as it sometimes seems. The key to
understanding children’s behavior is to understand
child growth and development.

Children are not miniature adults, and they think
differently than we do at times. They also don't
have the same level of self-awareness and
communication skills that we do, so they might
be unable to express their needs and wants clearly.
Whether consciously or not, they choose behaviors
that they think will help them get what they want.
Many troubling behaviors are rooted in misdirected
attempts to satisfy important needs.

Children are designed to grow and change, and
they will seek those changes through their
behavior. Many behavioral battles take place over
the differences between what the kids think they
should be allowed to do and what the parents are
willing to permit. Children can easily misunderstand
our efforts to direct behavior and sometimes they
lash out against what they perceive as mistreat-
ment or a demeaning attitude.

Sue Grossman, Ph.D. will help us understand why
children behave the way they do.  Incorporating
theories of growth and development, Dr. Grossman
will provide explanations for children's behavior, and
teach us strategies to effectively address common
behavioral challenges.
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Understanding
Children’s Behavior
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St. Joseph Mercy Health Systems
Administration Services Building

Education Center Auditorium
5305 Elliott Drive,

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Sponsored by
Huron Valley Child Guidance Clinic Board

and
St. Joseph Mercy Health Systems


